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Forsyth County Schools

Leaders and Teachers in Forsyth County Schools are committed to designing learning experiences that reflect high expectations and result in student engagement.

Standards-based classrooms are accomplished through purposeful design, quality teaching, balanced assessment, and reflection with colleagues and students.  

The Collaboration Loop defines our professional practice and is central to the Professional Appraisal Cycle (PAC). 

Engaged Leaders + Engaged Staff + Engaged Students

 = RESULTS



	Assess
	Standards-Based Classroom Concept
	What does 

Standards-Based Assessment

look like in practice?
	Resources and Professional Learning
	WOW

Design Qualities

	
	6.  Assessments are aligned to the GPS and used frequently to adjust instruction and provide students with feedback.
	Teachers collaborate to design assessments which truly align with the cognitive demand and content of the standard. 

Teachers use a variety of assessment measures (e.g. common assessments, performance tasks, observations) to assemble evidence of student learning.  

Teachers maintain records and data on student achievement of learning goals; including GPS and IEP goals and objectives

Teachers and students utilize summative and formative assessment results to set learning goals toward meeting standards.  

Teachers provide timely, descriptive feedback.


	Assessment FOR Learning (AFL)

Benchmark Project

Standards-Based Report Card Assessments

Progress Monitoring / Universal Screening

Instructional Technology 

Walkthroughs

Georgiastandards.org

Professional Appraisal Cycle (PAC)


	Clear and Compelling Product Standards

Protection from Adverse Consequences



	
	7.  Examples of student work are displayed for student use. Benchmarks are provided to gauge progress over time.  Exemplars are provided to exemplify the standards.
	Teachers collect benchmark work and exemplars from their own class.

Students identify exemplars from their own collections of work and describe their work based on the standards.

Students can identify next steps toward meeting standards and revise accordingly.


	
	

	
	8.  Student performance tasks require students to show progress toward meeting the standard(s)/element(s)
	Teachers ensure that performance tasks make connections to other content areas and real world situations.  

Students apply their understanding of the standards to other content areas and real-world situations.
	
	


	Reflect
	Standards-Based Classroom Concept
	What does 

Standards-Based Reflection

look like in practice?
	Resources and Professional Learning
	WOW

Design Qualities

	
	9.  Students receive feedback through written or verbal commentary aligned with the standards that result in revision of work, if needed.
	Teachers provide feedback to students from their assessments in writing or orally that answer the questions: How am I doing? What next? How do I get there?  

Teachers encourage students to revise their work as a result of feedback from teachers.

Teachers expect students to use the language of the standards when describing their work, providing feedback to peers, and identifying next steps.

Students use the language of the standards as they discuss their work and explain teacher feedback

Students identify their next steps based on teacher feedback.

Students can show a piece of student work and describe how it was revised to meet standards based on teacher feedback.


	Standards-Based Grading 

Assessment for Learning (AFL) 

Georgiastandards.org

Student-led Conferences and Goal Setting 

WOW Protocols

Professional Appraisal Cycle (PAC)


	Affirmation of Performance



	
	10.  Student work reflects understanding of the Georgia Performance Standards.
	Teachers have collaboratively aligned assessments and instruction to the GPS.

Students analyze the quality of their own work and articulate why it meets, exceeds, or does not meet standards.

Students identify their own next steps toward meeting standards.  


	
	


Design�
Standards-Based Classroom Concept�
 What does 


Standards-Based Design


look like in practice?�
Resources and Professional Learning�
 WOW Design Qualities�
�
�
1.  The Georgia Performance Standards are utilized as the curriculum and there is a shared understanding of the standards.�
Teachers decompose/unpack the standards to truly understand what must be learned.


 


Teachers utilize the GPS to plan for assessment and instruction in collaborative groups. 





Teachers and students articulate a common understanding of what they are expected to know and be able to do based on the GPS.


�
Georgiastandards.org





Decomposing the Standards





Curriculum Mapping





Standards Communication





Standards Achievement Matrix (S.A.M.)





Standards-Based Unit Design (SBUD)





Benchmark Project





Professional Learning Communities (PLC)





Walkthroughs





Student-led Conferences





Instructional and Assistive Technology





Professional Appraisal Cycle (PAC)











�
 


Content and Substance


Organization of Knowledge �
�
�
2.  Standards are accessible to ALL students.�
Teachers expect students to use the language of the standards to describe their work.





Students use the language of the standards to support their work.





�
�
�
�
�
3.  Teachers sequence the lesson or their instruction in a logical, predictable manner referencing standards throughout.�
Teachers collaboratively organize standards into cohesive learning units which optimize student interest, ability, and involvement. 





Teachers design assessments based on the learning standards that will help determine student progress during the teaching of the unit. 





Teachers expect students to explain the standards they are applying during the sequence of instruction or instructional framework.





Students can explain the sequence of instruction and how they apply the standards and elements to the resulting work.


�
�
�
�



Teach�
Standards-Based Classroom Concept�
What does 


Standards-Based Teaching


look like in practice?�
Resources and Professional Learning�
WOW


Design Qualities�
�
�
4.  A variety of delivery modes are incorporated into instruction to ensure that all students have access to and meet standards.�
Teachers can explain the specific purposes of how students are divided into work groups and can articulate the data that led to the flexible groups.  The delivery modes observed support the learning goals of the lesson and students’ needs.  





Assessment, formative and summative, is part of the instruction provided by the teacher. 





Through collaboration, all students make progress toward meeting standards and apply new knowledge to real world tasks.


�
High Leverage Instructional Strategies (HLIS)





Assessment for Learning (AFL)





Response to Intervention (RTI)





Differentiated Instruction





Academic Support Programs


(EIP, ESOL, Title I, Gifted, Instructional Extension)





Walkthroughs





Instructional and Assistive Technology





Professional Appraisal Cycle (PAC)


 








�
Product Focus


Affiliation


Novelty and Variety


Choice�
�
�
5.  Students are expected to meet the same standards and instruction is differentiated by content, process, and /or product.�
Teachers collaboratively monitor student progress to revise content (how students are given access to the standards), process (how students learn and apply the standards), and product (how students demonstrate their understanding of the standards).  





Teachers collaborate to use research-based strategies for instruction and assessment.





Teachers provide students with on-going feedback during the course of instruction about where they are, where they are going and how to get there. 





Although the content, process, and product may differ for students they can explain how their work meets standard(s).


�
�
�
�






Office of Academics & Accountability July 2008

Adapted from GDOE High Impact Practice Implementation Rubric:  Standards-Based Classrooms


