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Partners in Education
2017 Award Winners

CELEBRATION
OF EXCELLENCE



Forsyth County Schools is fortunate to have outstanding 

mentors in each of its schools. This year’s winning nomination 

is from Settles Bridge Elementary. When reflecting on this 

mentor’s involvement in their school, the school counselor 

shared “This person started mentoring one of our third-grade 

students two years ago, and they immediately hit it off.  Her 

kind, compassionate, and reliable demeanor was exactly what 

this student needed.  At the end of the first quarter of her 

fourth-grade year, this student had to change schools and has 

changed three more times since then.  This mentor has 

continued to mentor this student, so she will have at least one 

familiar person at her new school, including driving to another 

county over an hour away.  Her dedication to this student is 

truly inspiring.”



Cassandra Chiapperini, 2017 Mentor of the Year



A Friend of the School is a partner that is involved in a 

specific event or activity. This year’s award goes to a platform 

that worked with Forsyth County Schools’ staff to create a tool 

for good. School social workers create a list of student needs, 

which is then sent weekly by text to local community members 

who can purchase the items through Amazon. The needed 

items are then sent directly to the social worker for 

distribution. Before the creation of this tool, school staff spent 

many hours finding donors and purchasing items for students. 

Because of this new tool, in only a few months our generous 

community has provided shoes, winter clothing, basic 

household items for a family who lost everything in a fire, and 

a visual doorbell.  This company also partnered with a school 

club focused on teaching at-risk young men life skills and 

developing leadership potential, by providing them shirts and 

service opportunities to give back to the community.



Purposity, 2017 Friend of the Year



The hundreds of individuals that volunteer daily in a Forsyth 

County school are essential Partners in Education. We salute 

a volunteer who has worked with students at all grade levels 

by participating in activities such as providing incentives for 

elementary students to assisting with high school intern 

placements. This volunteer has also been a key partner 

through his service as a college and career advisory council 

member, supporting DECA projects and events, assisting in 

school store marketing, serving as a judge in competitions, 

participating in mock interviews, playing a key role in industry 

certification visits, and making connections for students 

through university partners. 



Tim Campbell from Big Frog, 2017 Volunteer of the Year



A silver level partner participates in at least two of the four 

areas to partnership success which include improving 

academic performance, providing for educator support and 

moral, enriching the life experience for the students, and 

growing career opportunities. 

This is a new partnership that started with a single event and 

turned into much more.  In December, this organization held a 

large community-wide event for all families at Cumming 

Elementary that included bounce houses, holiday festivities, 

and donations of gifts, food and gift cards totaling over 

$50,000 for families.  Since the event, their partnership has 

grown even more through their donation of a $50 Amazon gift 

card for each teacher, participation in STEM night, and judging 

the Oratorical Contest.  



Cross Church, 2017 Silver Program of the Year



A silver level partner participates in at least two of the four 

areas to partnership success which include improving 

academic performance, providing for educator support and 

moral, enriching the life experience for the students, and 

growing career opportunities. 

This partner can be found at Chestatee Elementary day and 

night.  This business has provided funding for the playground 

and PTA, partners with the gym teacher to conduct karate 

lessons in class to teach life-long physical activity built on a 

foundation of respect and fitness, and provided lessons after-

school and during Curriculum Nights and Academic Parent 

Teacher Teams.  These lessons all support the Seven Mindsets 

and Hero in Me programming at the school, and when a 

student demonstrates these life skills at home, they get to 

break a board in class.  



The DOJO Cumming, 2017 Silver Program of the Year



As with the silver partnership award, the gold level partnership 

is a two-way relationship; however, it requires an even greater 

commitment by the business/community partner. 

This partner is an integral part of Forsyth Central High and the 

school community.  This business and its president supported 

the school financially with donations to various athletic 

programs and the Alumni Association to provide student 

scholarships. This partner also helped create the school’s Hall 

of Fame, served as a guest speaker to provide insight to 

students in the banking/finance program, and participated in 

mock interviews.



Citizens Bank, 2017 Gold Program of the Year



As with the silver partnership award, the gold level partnership 

is a two-way relationship; however, it requires an even greater 

commitment by the business/community partner. 

This partner has not yet opened their doors, but even while 

under construction, they have become an essential partner 

with North Forsyth High. With a $25,000, this retailer 

jumpstarted the school’s Farm to Table program to install a 

hydroponics system in their greenhouse, and assist the 

school in a creation of a market stand, greenhouse repairs, 

and renovations to labs and classrooms. 



Walmart (Hwy 369), 2017 Gold Program of the Year



The Don Hendricks Partnership Award is given to a partner who best 

exemplifies the mission of the Partners in Education program and 

demonstrates loyalty to the school system and community.  

The recipient of the Don Hendricks Partnership Award saw a critical need to 

support the over 2,000 families who did not have the Internet at home or 

money for to purchase devices for their children, so they sought a solution by 

creating the Forsyth BYOT Benefit.  In only four years, they donated over 

$183,000 to Forsyth County Schools to provide technology equality across 

the county. They provided 415 hotspots to provide the Internet for families 

who cannot afford connectivity, donated numerous devices such as tablets 

and phones, and improved media centers in schools across the district. 

To raise support and funds for instructional technology, this partner 

organizes an annual golf tournament and iRun. As a member of the district’s 

equity taskforce, this partner has ensured that learning can continue outside 

of school walls. They have changed the lives of not only our students but the 

lives of every member of their family as well. 



Morrow Community Foundation, 
2017 Don Hendricks Partnership Award




