
Sight Word Activities

There are many ways to help your child learn his/her sight words. Listed below 
are a few different ways to practice sight words.

· On the Go: Store word cards in a resealable bag. Take them with you wherever 
you and your child go. Practice them in line at the grocery store, on trips, and 
other places where you have a few minutes together.

· Hide-and Seek a Word: Play Hide-and-Seek Words. Hide 10-15 words. Let 
your child find them and then read them to you.

· Match It Up: Let your child select a handful of sight word cards at random, then 
find the same words around the house – for example, on packages of food or in 
newspaper headlines.

· Sing a Word: Practice sight words by singing them to a familiar tune or making 
up your own. If you run out of words before you get to the end of the song, just 
start at the top of the list again.

· Jump on It!: Copy sight words on index cards (one per card). Make a second 
set of the same words. Scatter one set face up on the floor, leaving about a foot 
between each card. Place the other set in a stack face down. Turn over the first 
card. Have your child read the word and then jump on the corresponding card on 
the floor. Continue until your child has jumped on all of the words. Mix up the 
cards and play again!

· Which Word Wins?: Sit with your child and look at a newspaper to see just 
how often sight words pop up in print. Ask your child to choose a sight word from 
the list and an article from the paper. Look for the word together. Highlight and 
count the word each time it appears. Try the same thing with a second sight 
word. Which word appears more often?

· Rainbow Writing: Turn sight words into rainbows! Ask your child to write a 
sight word on paper in big letters. Using different-colored crayons, your child can 
then trace around the word again and again, reading the word each time.

· In the Cupboard: Open a cupboard and take turns with your child, finding and 
reading sight words. 

· Read My Back: “Write” a sight word on your child’s back. Can you guess the 
words? Trade places – let your child trace a word from the list onto your back. 
Continue taking turns and guessing the sight words.

· On the Run: While in the car, have your child find as many sight words as he or 
she can on billboards, signs, and so on. 



· Spill a Word: Copy sight words onto small cards. Place the word cards in an 
empty container. Have your child shake the container, spill out the words, and 
read the words that fall face up. Give each word your child reads a point (equal to 
the number of letters in the word). Record the total, then place the remaining 
words back in the can. Shake and spill again. The next person reads the words 
and totals his/her score. Continue.

· I’m Thinking Of…: Play a game of “I’m thinking of a word …” One player starts 
by giving a clue about one of the sight words – for example, “I’m thinking of a 
word that starts like horse and has three letters.” The other player looks at the list 
and tries to identify the word.

· Skip Count: Skip-count with words. Start with the first word on the list. Say it, 
skip the next, read the next, and so on. 

· Clap it: Say each word, then spell it, clapping once for each letter.

· Add it Up: Give each letter in the alphabet a number from 1 to 26. Guess which 
sight word on the list will be worth the most points. Find out!

· Sight Word Soup: Write sight words on large noodles. Rigatoni works well. 
Use permanent markers. Fill a pot with the noodles. Have your child scoop out a 
bowl of words and let him/her read the words on the noodles aloud.

Other Activities:

1. Use yarn or string to form your words. 
2. Read a story.  See how many times you can find your word. 
3. See how many times you can write your word in one minute. 
4. Form your words out of small objects such as coins or buttons. 
5. Play with your food.  Spell your word then eat it. 
6. Use colored markers to copy your words in as many different color 

combinations as possible. 
7. Find the letters of your word in the newspaper.  Cut out the letters and 

spell your word. 
8. Write words that rhyme with  each of your words. 
9. Decorate your flash cards. 
10. Write a message to someone using as many words 

as you can.


