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TRANSPORTATION matters 
We are professional and caring employees providing transportation services 
that protect students, support quality learning and improve the community. QUALITY  

LEARNING AND 
SUPERIOR  
PERFORMANCE 
FOR ALL 
 

• Trust among all 

stakeholders is vital. 
 

• Expectations influ-

ence accomplishments 
because everyone has 
the capacity to learn. 
 

• A school-community 

partnership is essential. 
 

• Change creates op-

portunity. 
 

• High-performing 

leadership makes visions 
reality. 

Transportation  

Strategic Plan 

Meetings 
(all from 9:30-11:30) 

 

March 17th 

April 21st 

May 19th 

 

Who’s Elvis? Elvis is Forsyth County Student Transporta-
tion Department’s newest member. With your assistance, 
Elvis is going to help you! Elvis is going to help your stu-
dents S.O.A.R. to School! 
 
Elvis is an owl. More particularly, Elvis is the Forsyth County Safety Owl! He 
has a special perch in our facilities at Transportation and will have a prominent 
presence on our department web page. 
 
He is the official representative of our new “Soar to School with Elvis the 
Safety Owl” campaign.  We all know that student management is one of the 

hardest parts of driving a school 
bus.  
 
We also know how hard it is to 
find time to teach our students 
about Safe Orderly And Respect-
ful school bus riding habits. 
  
Elvis will be used as part of a 
school bus curriculum developed 
for use by drivers, students, 
teachers and parents. It is our 
intent to simplify school bus 
safety and engage students in 

learning. Our plans include using technology to deliver school bus safety pro-
grams to our students at home, at school and on the school bus. 
 
Our initial focus will be to serve students in Kindergarten through 2nd grade; 
especially as they prepare to start the school year. However, we will be work-
ing to develop tools and programs that will serve all students, K-12.We are ex-
cited about this program and the opportunities it will provide for us to “protect 
our students and support quality learning.” Keep watching the newsletter for 
further developments! 

ELVIS Lives! 
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Communications Corner 

The Communications Committee met on February 20th.  We discussed creat-

ing a form for turning in announcements for the Family News section.  Please 

ask your District Supervisor for a form if you want to announce something. 

Due to the spring events that are coming up, we will not meet again until 

April.  The location will de announced at a later date. 

If you have any family news that you would like to submit 

in the Newsletter, or pictures of special events that you 

would like to share, please ask your supervisor for hard 

copy, or electronic form. If electronic form is obtained, you 

may send it to dbowen@forsyth.k12.ga.us, otherwise turn it 

back into your district supervisor.   

Family News 

Sicknesses: 

Linda Boles– Father hospitalized 

Deanna Bowen and Debbie Pruitt– Brother had major surgery   

 

Condolences:  
Rita Frady–Father-in-law, Eddie Frady passed away 
Scott Hinrich–Father passed away 
Bobby Tuck-Aunt passed away 
Sonia Cain-(former bus driver) passed away on February 4th. 

Please welcome:   
Cindy Baker      Linda Wallace 
Kathy Cavijo   Mary LaFrance 
Leisha Wallace  Vennie Blanchett 
Neil McBrayer 

Chocolate Cream Pie 

 

1/3  cup cocoa 

1 1/4 cups sugar 

1/3 cup corn starch 

1/4 tsp salt 

3 cups milk 

3tbsp butter 

1 1/2 tsp vanilla 

1-9 inch baked pie shell. 

Whipped cream 

In a medium saucepan combine cocoa sugar corn-

starch and salt. Gradually blend in milk, stirring until 

smooth.  Cook over medium heat and stir constantly 

until mixture boils, boil and stir for 3 minutes, turn 

off heat, blend in butter and vanilla, turn into pie 

shell. Chill 3 to 4 hours before serving. Garnish with 

whipped cream. 

 

Submitted By: Deanna Bowen ( in memory of  

Elizabeth Marie Roper) 

Welcome Back: 

Fran Martin 

Brandi Maney 

Dennis Stanford 

Bobby Tuck 

Jan Wilson 

Tracy Pierce 

Kym Freeman 

Funny Bone: 

How do you catch a unique 

rabbit?  

Unique up on it 

How do you catch a tame 

rabbit? 

Tame way, unique up on it. 

Announcements:  

Michael and Linda Busse 

would like to announce the 

birth of their 1st grandchild; 

Lillyen Sue, she weighed 7 lbs 

and 12 oz. and was 201/2 

inches long.  Brandi and Matt 

are the happy new parents. 

 

Jerry and Shelia Duncan want to show off their  

grandson Bailey.  He was one years old on February 

23rd.  Happy Birthday Bailey!!! 
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 FCS TRANSPORTATION SCHOOL BUS DRIVER  

SEVERE WEATHER/TORNADO RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

If there is a tornado watch the district will monitor for the changing status of the 

weather.  Drivers should continue their route under extreme caution and monitor 

their 2-way radio for changing conditions. 

 

If there is a tornado warning at dismissal time, the school should hold the chil-

dren until the warning is lifted.  Drivers should wait inside the school with the 

children.  

 

If drivers are already on their route and become aware that a tornado 
warning has been issued they should notify dispatch and proceed to the 
nearest educational facility or other shelter and take the students inside.  
Drivers need to be aware of schools, and alternate sites such as fire sta-
tions, public buildings or other emergency shelters located on their route.  
Notify dispatch of your shelter location if it is other than a school.  Drivers 
and students should remain in the shelter until the warning is lifted.  Driv-
ers should stay with the students and monitor weather broadcasts to know 
when the warning has expired. 

 

If unexpected weather conditions present a hazardous situation or if unable to 

reach a safe location as indicated above, the driver: 

 

1.  Should pull the bus well off of the roadway to a safe location and stop the vehi-

cle.  Keep the engine running. 

 

2.  Should turn on 4-way emergency flashers and strobe light in order that other 

motorists can see that the bus is stopped. 

 

3.  Should assess the need to evacuate: in general, we believe student safety and 

control are best maintained by keeping students in the bus during an emergency 

and/or impending crisis situation if doing so does not expose them to unneces-

sary risk of injury.  A decision to evacuate should include consideration of the fol-

lowing conditions: 

 

Continued on next page 
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Continued (SEVERE WEATHER/TORNADO RECOMMENDATIONS) 

 A.  Is there a fire involved? 

 B.  Is fuel leaking? 

C.  Might the bus roll or tip, thereby causing further threat to safety? 

         D.  Is the bus likely to be hit by other vehicles? 

E.  Is the bus in the direct path of a sighted tornado or other natural dis-

aster, such as rising water? 

F.  Would evacuating students expose them to speeding traffic, severe 

weather or other dangerous environment? 

G.  Considering the medical, physical and emotional condition of the stu-

dents, does staying in the bus or evacuating the bus pose the greater danger 

to the  student’s safety? 

 

4. Should keep the students on the bus under most severe weather conditions.  

Have the students protect their head by lowering their face against their upper legs 

so that they are below the window level.  Students should cover their faces with a 

jacket, book, etc. to protect themselves from flying debris.  Notify the transporta-

tion office of your location.   

 

5.  Should not allow students off of the bus to move trees, limbs, cables, or power 

lines.  The transportation office should be notified for further direction and assis-

tance.  Be extremely cautious for the students’ safety. 

 

6.  Should not allow students to disembark from your bus if the driver arrives at a 

stop and is aware or suspects that there are power lines down in the area.  The 

transportation office should be notified for further direction and assistance. 

 

7.  Should radio the Transportation Office for further assistance if the bus can not 

be moved due to blockage of the roadway. 

 

Note – If unable to reach the transportation office in the event of an emer-

gency, drivers should contact 911. 

 

Drivers and monitors should thoroughly understand this recommendation and 

make it part of their “SOAR” program on their bus.  Students should be taught 

what to do and what to watch and listen for in case of severe weather.  Teaching 

students about severe weather and your possible responses to that weather could 

be done during emergency evacuation discussions and/or when waiting at the 

school to unload or before you depart.        
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TRANSPORTATION SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
 
 
The Transportation Department will award three $1,000 scholarships to Transportation employees' eligible dependents on 
May 16, 2009 (Road-e-o and Family Fun Day).  
 
Eligibility: Eligible dependents include any child who is a dependent of a parent/guardian actively employed by the For-
syth County Schools Transportation Department. *A dependent must meet Internal Revenue Service qualifications for be-
ing claimed as a dependent on your taxes. The student must graduate or have graduated from any public high school and 
be enrolled as a full-time student in a post-secondary educational institution in 2009. *A full-time student must take a mini-
mum of 12 credit hours per semester. The scholarship can be used for any part of the student's SY 2009/2010 tuition, 
books or fees.  
 
Application Requirements: Students will be required to submit an application and write an essay. The essays will be 
judged by school system personnel. Winning applicants are eligible only once. All others may reapply. Applications and 
essays are due by Friday, April 10, 2009.  
 
All interested applicants should email Dottie Muchmore at dmuchmore@forsyth.k12.ga.us to request an application and 
essay requirements. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

BINGO NIGHT 
 

Please plan to join us for Family Bingo Night on Friday, March 20, 2009 from 6:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. @ West Forsyth High 

School cafeteria. We will be giving away great prizes, including a laptop computer. We will also have a 50/50 raffle 

drawing. You could be the lucky winner of 50% of the raffle ticket sales! After the coverall game (last game), we will draw 
the winner of the 42” Plasma TV. Baskets will also be on display and tickets may be purchased throughout the evening. 
Come hungry! We will sell pizza, hot dogs, popcorn, candy and drinks. (Doors will open at 6:00 p.m.) 
 
The cost to play Bingo is $5.00/booklet and only $3.00 for additional booklets per person. You must purchase at least one 
booklet to play. Splitting of booklets is not permissible. Each booklet includes 10 games of Bingo. 
 
*There will be one laptop computer given away for the cover-all prize. If more than one person has Bingo for the cover-all 
game, we will play a regular Bingo game to determine the winner. The winner will receive the laptop and others will re-
ceive a minimum of a $25.00 prize. 
 
============================================================================================ 

 
Change Creates Opportunities 

RIVERWATCH DISTRICT 
 

We would like to take this opportunity to welcome Kristie Pendley to our group. She will be the new Team Leader for Lake-
side Middle 
School. 

 
...and Thanks!I 

would like to thank all of the drivers in the Riverwatch District. I do appreciate all that you for our students in the south 
area. 
Leslie Travis 
District Supervisor 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1) Telete Rickett 

        Lisa Rowland 

2)   3) Dottie Muchmore 

        Calvin Puckett 

        Jennifer Gurney   

 

Road-e-o Committee 

Meeting 9:30 am 

4)  

 

Early Release 

         Day 

5)  Kim Reed 6) 7) 

8) 9)  Diane Frix 10) Rita Nelson 11)  Glenda Branham 12)  Tom Curran Jr 13) Bonnie Bales 

   

Deadline for Raffle   

Ticket Sales and  

Basket Completion      

14) Deanna Bowen 

       Martha Davis 

       Garry Puetz 

15) 16) 17) 

 

Strategic Plan 

Meeting 9:30 am 

18) 

 

Early Release 

         Day 

19) Karen Hombroek 

 

Early Release 

        Day 

20) Cathy Darby 

       Edith Norrell 

       Melissa Kimbrall 

 Inclement          

Weather Day 

BINGO! 7:00pm 

21) 

22) Gretchen Higgins 23) 

 

Critical Day 

24) 25) 26) Sherri Ashley 

       Linda Cutchins 

        Mary LaFrance 

        Mary Rankin 

       Peggy Anderson 

       Mary Stansell 

27) Tammy Bagwell 

        

28) 

29) Robyn Gravitt 

       Carol Burns 

 

30) Darlene Knight 

       Libby Tallant 

31) Shanda Wood    Birthdays-Italics 

Important Dates– 

Bold 

March 2009 
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 FCS Transportation Department 

There are heroes in our land today that never receive any recognition, 

Some of these are a child's first acquaintance with education, 

Now a teacher might be the first one who comes to our mind, 

But I speak of the bus driver for which the kids wait in line. 

 

For a moment, put yourself in the bus driver's shoes, 

And I'm sure you will find that it's a job you might not want to choose, 

Just think what would it be like to baby sit for 60 kids or better, 

And remember, you must chauffeur this bus load of kids regardless of the weather. 

 

I must admit to be in front of a classroom with 20-30 kids wouldn't be a picnic, 

But to drive 60 kids over icy roads would set my nerves on edge and make my stomach 

sick, 

A school bus driver is like a postman and must go regardless of rain, sleet, snow, or dark-

ness of night, 

But no postman ever had to have 60 kids, clean up their mess, or break up a fight. 

 

A child can have a bad day at school without any warning, 

But can be forgotten when a bus driver says, “Have a good evening, I'll see you in the 

morning.” 

Ask any student, what heroes of their never received any fame, 

and I' ll bet a bus driver will be among those that they name. 

 

Written by David Arnold and taken from    
 

 

Way To Go! 

Are You A Hero? 

“Special” Bulletin! 
 

We had a fun day in 
Rome, GA at the Spe-
cial Needs State 
Roade-o on February 
7th. 
  
We would like to con-
gratulate our 2 teams, 
Becky Martin & Telete 
Rickett and Louise  
Martin & Cindy Aber-
nathy for a job well 
done! 
 
They did an out-
standing job and 
gained valuable 
knowledge which will 
be shared with our 
transportation family to 
help us better serve 
and protect our stu-
dents. 
 
We would like to en-
courage all our drivers 
and monitors to come 
out and participate in 
our local road-e-o on 
May 16th. 
 
Our practice starts on 
Monday March 2nd, we 
will have helpers avail-
able in the practice 
area if you need assis-
tance. 
 
We will have lots of fun 
and improve our driv-
ing skills all at the 
same time. There are 
no losers in the Special 
Needs Road-e-o be-
cause it is focused on 
learning, not competi-
tion. 
 
Hope to see you there! 

(Christie Caine Bus # 837!) 
My name is Craig H. and my daughter is a typical peer at Matt Elementary.  On Fri-
day, February 20th I was with my 3 year old son walking into Matt to pick up my 
daughter from the after care program.  As we were walking into the school my son 
noticed that the only bus in the parking lot had started, and he stopped and stared 
at the bus.  As the bus drove away, my son started to waive goodbye to the 
bus.  At that time, the bus driver turned around and came back toward us just to let 
him take a look at the bus and go inside.  It made my son's day.  He was very ex-
cited.  The bus driver is Ms. Christy and she drives bus # 837.  She could have just 
driven away and paid no attention but she decided to take the time out of her day 
to make a 3 year old boy happy.  I hope that you can recognize Ms. Christy for this 
very nice gesture.  She is a glowing example of what I am sure you would hope all 
of your drivers to be. 


