
Multi-Tiered
System of Supports

Parent Information 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Forsyth County Schools –  
Student Support: MTSS and SST
www.forstyth.k12.ga.us 

Georgia Tiered Systems of Supports  
for Students  
www.gadoe.org 
 
National Center on Intensive Intervention 
www.intensiveintervention.org

RTI Action Network
www.rtinetwork.org

National Center for Learning Disabilities 
www.ncld.org

Georgia’s Multi-Tiered System 
of Supports uses a three-tiered 
prevention model to describe  
the intensity of supports students 
may require and to meet their 
unique, whole child needs. 

This includes high-quality 
core instruction and the use of 
evidence-based interventions  
and supports that may be 
intensified if data suggests this 
is required. Students receive 
instruction based on their 
strengths and needs. 1120 Dahlonega Hwy. • Cumming, GA 30040
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The essential components of this whole-child 
approach include: 
   • screening
   • progress monitoring
   • multi-level prevention 
   • data-based decision-making 

When MTSS is implemented results include:
   • sustained academic improvement
   • decreased inappropriate special  
      education services
   • reduced grade retention

Federal and state legislation (i.e., ESSA and 
HB740) emphasize the importance of providing 
tiered systems for support and the use of 
evidence-based interventions for all students  
to meet grade-level standards. 

KEY TERMS
Data-Based Decision Making – the ongoing 
process of setting goals and analyzing student 
data to inform educational decisions. 

Screening – conducted to identify students who 
may need additional instruction or help so that 
early intervention can occur. 
 
Progress Monitoring – scientifically based 
practice that is used to assess students’ 
performance and evaluate the effectiveness  
of instruction. 

PARENT’S ROLE IN MTSS
Parents play a critical role in supporting what their 
children are learning in school. Research shows 
that the more parents are involved in student 

learning, the higher the student achievement. 
Parents play a major role in the MTSS process. 
Strong parent communication and active 
engagement in all steps of the process and in 
all decisions regarding adjustments to your 
student’s curriculum and needs will accelerate 
your child’s success. 
 

PARENTS CAN: 
   • Frequently communicate with your  
      child’s teacher(s). 
   • Attend school functions such as  
      parent-teacher conferences. 
   • Monitor and assist with your child’s  
      homework assignments. 
   • Find out what skills and knowledge  
      your child is expected to learn. 
   • Attend team meetings. Remember  
      the importance of your voice in your  
      child’s education.
   • Ask school team members the  
      following questions:
         ✓ What are the targeted supports that  
          my child’s school is using if he/she  
         is struggling in the classroom? 
        ✓ How will I be informed of the progress  
         my child is making? 
        ✓ What happens if my child is not  
         making progress? 
   • Practice and reinforce any strategies  
      or educational plans at home. 

A Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) is a comprehensive, and cohesive prevention framework  
that provides support matched to the unique needs of students in order to maximize achievement 
and reduce behavior concerns. 

An Introduction to MTSS

EXPLANATION OF TIERS

TIER
2 & 3

Often referred to as strategic, targeted, or intensive. They are not intended to replace  
tier 1, but rather to enhance and supplement learning. Both behaviorally- and academically- 
focused tier 2 and 3 interventions are evidenced-based, intensive, systematic, and include 
direct instruction.

TIER 3 Referred to as the student support team, which is a problem-solving process in every 
Georgia school. 

TIER 1
Represents the largest level, which is the core instructional or social-behavioral 
program. The first tier is universal, and intended to incorporate high leverage 
practices, evidence-based instruction, and differentiation.


